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Brethren and Friends, 
 
Greetings from your Grand Lodge of New 
Hampshire.  I hope you have all had a great 
and prosperous summer.  Now that fall is 
upon us we have started into our Lodge of 
Instruction season with the first two Districts 
(1 & 3) done in August and have five more to 
go, as Districts 7&8 opted for a combined LOI 
in Tilton. 
 
We continue to work on items reported in our 
last newsletter and you can read updates on 
them in this newsletter.  Remembers if you 
have noted issues with the Ritual let our 
Grand Lecturers know and for the 
Constitution, please let the focus group know 
so they can incorporate the changes in the 
draft they are working on.  We also continue 
to move forward on the Strategic Plan and are 
making headway.  As you see Brethren, as 
summer may be a quiet Masonic time for 
many lodges, those on committees continue 
to forge ahead on their respective projects. 
 
The Annual Charity Drive has had a good start 
and the second notice is getting ready to go 
out.   
 
 (continued on page 2) 
 

Paul Michael Leary, re-installed as the 113th Grand Master 
of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the Ancient & 

Honorable Fraternity of Free & Accepted Masons of the 
State of New Hampshire, on Saturday, May 19, 2012. 
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(Grand Masters remarks – continued) 

 
In early October you will also be receiving a note for a Masonic ring and each one purchased will give back a 
donation to Grand Lodge for our charities.  So if you need a ring, wait and see if this one will fit the bill.  It is 
the current ring I am wearing so the next time you see me, ask to see the ring to see what it looks like. 
 
My Brethren, please continue to be active members in your Lodge and your Grand Lodge.  Both continue to 
need your assistance. 
 
At the LOI’s we are talking about the per capita increase that will be voted on in November at the semi-annual 
meeting.  You should receive enough information to make an informed decision at that meeting.  Also at the 
semi-annual we will elect the Grand Lodge offices for the Masonic year 2013, which begins May 18th.  Come 
and join us on November 17th (*corrected) in Manchester where we will also have a Masonic speaker who will 
be both interesting and thoughtful.  It may be a long day but should also be a productive day.  I look forward 
to greeting all of you at this important meeting, just as I do as I travel around the state to the various functions 
held by the Lodges.  You are most welcoming to the Grand Lodge Officers and their ladies and we are most 
grateful for your friendship. 
 
As always, do stay well and travel safe. 
 
Paul 
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The Grand Master’s Quarterly Newsletter is a publication of the Masonic Awareness and Publicity Committee, a 
Special Committee of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire.  Members include: Paul Leary, Grand Master, Bruce 
Kominz, Chair, Bill Sawyer, Co-Chair, Robert Sutherland, Jr., P.T. Sullivan, Karl Olsen, Don Sullivan, Kenneth Weyler 
and Joan Smith.   
 
Any errors or omissions are unintentional and we ask that you notify us of such.  This newsletter may be printed or 
re-transmitted without permission.  As we Freemasons might say, “there are no secrets contained within this 
publication”.... so please share it with others. 
 
Please contact me, Bruce Kominz, Editor, with any questions, comments, new stories or photographs you may wish 
to submit: 
email:  bkominz@yahoo.com   Thank you! 

 
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the contributors only. 

Greetings Brethren, 
 
Contact with the Grand Lodge office is most efficient via email or telephone.   No need to kill trees OR pay 
the US Postal Service – you can attach your letter (document or .pdf copy) to your message.  If you send a 
document, there is no reason to send a hard copy, except by specific request. 
 
PLEASE … if you have ANY questions, let us know. 
 
Roberta: office@nhgrandlodge.comcastbiz.net 
Tom:  secretary@nhgrandlodge.comcastbiz.net 
Phone:  603-554-1723 
Address: PO Box 486, Milford NH 03055-0486 
 
Fraternally, Tom 
     - please see new information on page 10 - 
 

Attention all Lodge Secretaries and Masters 
 
If you want to request any of the following: 
 
- The Grand Masters Attendance at your Veterans Program or other Event 
- A Dispensation 
- Sullivan Awards 
- Community Builders Award 
- Honorary Past Master 
 
The correct procedure is to email first to the Grand Master, Paul Leary <paulmaggie@myfairpoint.net> 
with a cc to the Secretary to GM, Chuck Connell <ceconnell@roadrunner.com> and to Roberta Langis, 
<office@nhgrandlodge.comcastbiz.net> in the Grand Lodge Office and they will pass the request to all 
the others as needs. This procedure will speed things up and allow for less confusion. 
 
Thank you! 

mailto:bkominz@yahoo.com
mailto:office@nhgrandlodge.comcastbiz.net
mailto:secretary@nhgrandlodge.comcastbiz.net
mailto:ceconnell@roadrunner.com
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Masonic Lodge Statewide Open House 

Saturday, October 20th, 9:00 to 3:00 
 

  

  

 

This year the Statewide Masonic Open House is on Saturday, October 20th as 

a way to have the public visit, ask any question and get to know who we are, 

what we stand for and what we do. 

Over the last three years, thousands have entered our Lodge and none have 

been disappointed. Our goal is to promote awareness, not membership. Some 

that visit and listen will decide to submit a petition but most will just enjoy 

seeing the inside of the building. 

Open the doors and they will come. 

 Some Q and A's  

Q-"Why is the Open House in the Fall. Other times of the year are better for 

us." 
A-The idea is to have a State Wide (and eventually New England Wide) Open 

House so we chose a time that is convenient for most. It's very important to 

remember, you can have an Open Lodge event any time you wish. The Grand 

Master is asking for this one day for all to open. Other times can be your choice. 

Many find having another event, breakfast, craft fair, etc. is a good way to draw 

the crowd. 

Q-"Our Lodge is small and out of the way. Doesn't that give the larger 

Lodges in the big cities an advantage." 
A-Yes it would be if it were a contest. Masonry is not a contest and the Open 

House is a way to get our story out to the public. Having the public visit our 

'homes' and ask those questions is important, since we are all the same, large or 

small lodge, large or small town, we have the same story. 

Q-"We had the event for several years and had little success. Sure we get a 

few but it's not worth the time." 
A-For many years, Mason's have kept to themselves and not become a part of the 

community. It's always better to have many visit but the reality is that sometimes 

the results take time. By being open and willing to answer the questions we will 

(and are) being better known for the good work we do. How many in your 

community know that we, the Masons in the USA, donate $2.5 million dollars to 

charity every day. Every day.  

Q-"I'm not an Officer of my Lodge. What can I do to help ?" 
A-Each of us as men in the community know many others. Those we work with, 

those in the groups we belong to, those are travel in our circle, etc. Invite people to 

see our building. The social media, Facebook, Twitter, also works well. If we rely 

on just those in the Masonic Awareness Committee the results are limited. By 

joining in the awareness our results are increased. 

Q-"I don't know anyone who would be a good Mason. Who should I invite to 

come to the Open House? 
A-This day and any other Open House days are NOT for the solicitation of 

membership. This is getting the general public Aware of who we are, what we do, 

what we believe in. Not membership. 
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Some sites you might find interesting and can be shared with others. 

 

Grand Lodge video 

http://www.youtube.com/NHGrandLodge 

Other video 

http://www.youtube.com/willmarmer 

Grand Lodge Web Site (lots of information) 

http://www.nhgrandlodge.org/ 

Sincerely and fraternally,  
Bill Sawyer, 

Bruce Kominz, 

Masonic Awareness and Publicity 
 

 

 Other info and materials will be sent to every Master and Secretary within two weeks. This material should be 

distributed ASAP to all. 
 

 

************************************** 

 

Unity Committee News   Stew Aronson            <sak4mak@comcast.net> 
 
Summer is fading away, and before long we’ll all be caught up in our busy Fall schedules. So, while you’re 
tending to the rest of your 2012 calendars, here’s a date to mark and remember: Saturday December 1, 2012. 
After a one year hiatus, the Unity Holiday Party is back and better than ever!! Some changes are in store, for 
those of us who have been Unity Party denizens over the last dozen years or so. 
 
First of all, we’ve changed the day from Sunday to Saturday. Another change is the ticket price – we’ve 
reduced! And…we’re changing the way we give gifts. In the past, people and organizations would donate gifts 
which would be handed out based on a raffle ticket number. Now, after asking a lot of questions about 
preferences, the gift giving and all the other changes are happening for our upcoming party.  
 
Saturday was an overwhelming preference for people, many of whom have to work Monday morning and 
didn’t care for being out Sunday night. Last time we checked, we were on the way to a $30.00+ ticket 
price. For a couple, this meant $60.00+ for tickets, and other potential costs for the evening out. With a 
change in caterers (thanks to our friends from Bektash Shrine for that coordination), and by being more 
careful about the choice of menu items, we’ve been able to reduce the price to $21.00 per person. This ticket 
price will be much easier for couples, and for our Masonic youth groups. And as for the gifts, instead of many 
of us walking out with a gift basket of coffee, each Fraternal body will make a charitable donation to one of 
the many Masonic Charities supported in NH. Those donations will be added up and divided among those 
various Charities, with equal amounts going to each. Your Unity Committee felt this was far more in the spirit 
of Holiday giving. 
 
So mark your calendars now! Saturday December 1, 2012. Social hour with cash bar to begin at 4:00 P.M., 
buffet dinner at 5:00 P.M., with dancing and socializing to follow. 
 
Oh…one more change. In the spirit of Unity, we ask that people refrain from dinner seating with their “usual” 
group, and instead, choose seats with folks from other groups, and those you may not know as well. It’s a 
chance to make new friends, and it captures the meaning of what this party is all about – UNITY! Get your 
tickets from the leaders of the various Masonic bodies.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001C8yV3TDM-5R0FZzppXVBPwpRgcSJ76D6a7pCKFaf9ZqyKNyIypSmHfiRBmb_gAqJ-2VWzosDw1_lj-vSgbQpxmApfQA5krGutcuix6pTQihVOuDJrl5vv7wVEvOqREsl
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001C8yV3TDM-5SxNgBM81wqaE9em8eaa34R6eIJPRWRdl5gCIf3ZrVQACWoah69O4e2RrSW6EraOFRt04fxNTIgXkb7ukEeRM76BVsYTxE2OCmg9I7xZCzEKLrmneL34-uy
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001C8yV3TDM-5TziAYWzFoCDgtWcjlSNLkQncnoXR-QcaOy40Vm5UgIhKfUFFyuV9h7aQuBShO7_3H2m14pjW1lzCLID5JXVPvJAN0ZQ7gxLo2B3B9oGVYQ4A==
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************************************** 

 

Daniel Hotchkiss  -  Grand Treasurer    <dhotchkiss41@gmail.com> 

 
Brethren, 

I bring you the warm fraternal greetings from the Grand Treasurer’s office!  This being my first foray in the Grand 

Master’s quarterly I thought I would keep it simple with some friendly reminders. 

Lodge of Instruction season is upon us already and in fact, we have had our first two LOI’s for Districts 1 and 3.  A portion 

of the LOI program this year is dedicated to providing the brethren of New Hampshire with some additional information 

regarding the reasons behind the proposed increase in the Grand Lodge per capita.  I would encourage as many of you 

as possible to attend the LOI for your District, not only for the information regarding the proposed per capita increase, 

but to enjoy the wonderful brotherhood our fraternity has to offer.  You will also receive further light and Masonic 

Education on other interesting and important Masonic topics.  Traveling, meeting old friends and creating new ones, is 

one of the greatest benefits our fraternity has to offer and I highly recommend you avail yourselves of those 

opportunities as often as possible. 

I was very pleased with the Treasurer trainings we held last spring for each district.  I want to thank all of those who took 

the time to attend and participate in the discussion.  I trust the information presented was beneficial.  We covered a 

number of topics including a basic overview of the record keeping and reporting of the finances and spent a significant 

amount of time regarding the IRS and State of New Hampshire reporting requirements.  Each Lodge (and Building 

Association) should be annually filing the required returns with the IRS, whether it is the e-postcard (Form 990-N) or the 

Form 990, whichever version is required based on your revenues and assets.  For New Hampshire purposes, filing with 

the Secretary of State office is required every 5 years but you should be sure that your Lodge and Association are current 

with those filings.  You can check on the status of your filings online at www.sos.nh.gov.  Click on the Corporation 

Division and then Business Name Lookup to search for the information regarding your Lodge and/or Association.   

In closing, I would like to remind you that we, as your Grand Lodge officers, are here to serve you.  Please don’t hesitate 

to call on the Grand Treasurer’s office if you have questions or need assistance.  The Deputy Grand Treasurer and I are 

available to assist in any way possible and can be reached via the Grand Lodge office or via email at 

dhotchkiss41@gmail.com  

Fraternally yours, 

Dan - Daniel R. Hotchkiss, Grand Treasurer    

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.sos.nh.gov/
mailto:dhotchkiss41@gmail.com
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************************************** 

 

 

THE MATCHING FUNDS PROGRAM 

5/1/2012 - 4/30/2013 
 

The Grand Lodge of New Hampshire sponsors a Matching Funds Program to assist Constituent Blue Lodges in becoming 
more visible and supportive in their communities.  

(Matching Funds are for Non-Masonic entities or causes) 
 

The procedure for applying for Matching Funds is as follows: 
1. The Lodge identifies a worthy charitable cause or need within the community. 
2. The Lodge raises funds through some independent effort in the community to support the cause identified. This could 
take the form of a fundraising breakfast, car wash, yard sale, etc.  
3. The Lodge shall write a request for Matching Funds to the Deputy Grand Master, Chairman of the program. The request 
mustindicate how the funds were raised and must be accompanied by a check for the Lodge's share, made payable to "The 
New Hampshire Masonic Charitable Foundation". Also, the name of the person or organization receiving the donation 
must be included in the request. 
** New Procedure - Letter and check shall be mailed to the Grand Lodge Office, Attn: Deputy Grand Master at PO Box 486, 
Milford, NH 03055. A copy of letter should be emailed to the Deputy Grand Master at sak4mak@comcast.net.  
4. If the request is approved, Matching Funds will be authorized up to the smaller of the requested amount and the currently 
available matching amount. The "matching amount" during the fiscal year ending April 30, 2013 will be $300.00 while the 
allocated funds last.  
5. A check for the combined amount (Lodge's share plus, up to $300.00, the Matching Funds amount) made out to the 
recipient, will be sent to the Lodge for presentation. 
6. The Lodge must make the presentation in a public (or semi-public) forum, where it will gain some local visibility. Although 
the Grand Master or other Grand Lodge officers may be present, the Worshipful Master or his Lodge designee should make 
the presentation. 
NOTE: No payments will be made directly to the Lodge, in  
the Lodge's name, or in the name of anyone other than the 
recipient. Payments are to be made in person directly to the 
recipient, and if at all possible, in a public forum. Under no  
circumstances are payments to be mailed to the recipients. 
All requests must be received no less than thirty days prior to 
the anticipated presentation date or the request will be denied 
and the Lodge's contribution returned. 

Grand Lodge Constitution  
(Excerpt) Article XIII - Section 10 - page 27 

"No Lodge shall appropriate or use its funds or any part thereof for any purpose other than Masonic charities, or other 
Masonic purposes, sponsored by Grand Lodge. However, Lodges may, by vote of the Lodge at a Stated Communication, 
establish special charitable funds, from fund raising activities, excess unrestricted yearly income that exceeds one hundred 
and ten percent (110%) of the yearly operating expenses, or income ONLY from unrestricted Charitable Trusts, for 
charitable purposes other than Masonic ...." 

 

 

 

 

************************************** 

 

 

mailto:sak4mak@comcast.net
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GRAND MASTER'S AWARD PROGRAM 
 

The Grand Master's Award will be presented at the Annual Communication in May to the Constituent Lodges that 
achieve the following accomplishments as certified by its respective District Deputy Grand Master by April 30, 
2013. 

 
1. A Lodge must have raised at least one Brother to the degree of Master Mason.  
 
2. A Lodge must accumulate 150 points in a year to meet the criteria for the Grand Master's Award, not 
including the other requirements. Each line officer of a Lodge (Deacons, Wardens and Worshipful Master) will 
receive 10 points for attending a Masters Class in his District. Any other member of the Lodge will receive 5 
points for attending a Masters Class in his District. Dual members can only accumulate points for one Lodge. 

The Masters Class coordinator in each District will keep the point totals to communicate to the DDGM for 
his accounting when he reports his recommendations to the Grand Master. Any Worshipful Master can 
receive the information from either the District Coordinator or the DDGM. 
 
3. A Lodge must have a phone tree and an e-mail address list in place so that a large nucleus of the 
membership could be alerted whenever an important occasion requires: e.g. request for a funeral service, a 
distressed worthy Brother, an important upcoming event, or any other situation which might require 
immediate notification to the membership.  
 
4. A Lodge must have a Directory of its members with addresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses, 
available for every Brother. 
 
5. A Lodge must accomplish at least two of the following:  

a. At least once a year a Lodge must sponsor a "Go-To-Church" event where at least five of its 
members attend as a Lodge.  
b. The Lodge must promote the Grand Lodge Annual Charity Fund Drive to all of its members. 
c. At least five members of the Lodge must attend the Annual St. John's Day  
Service in Portsmouth, NH or at the Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, NH. 
d. The Lodge Secretary must attend a seminar conducted by the Grand Secretary. These seminars are 
usually conducted every year. 

 
6. The Required Officers of the Lodge (per the Constitution) must attend the Annual and Semi-Annual 
Communication of the Grand Lodge for the entire session excluding the Installation at the Annual. 
 
7. The Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, and Secretary must attend a Lodge of Instruction in 
New Hampshire. 
 
8. A Lodge must invite the DDGL to at least 2 rehearsals and view the Master Ritual and sign the log. 
 
9. At least four members of the Lodge including Officers must attend at least 4 visitations within or without 
their District. 
 
10. A Lodge must have demonstrated an effort to promote "Masonic Awareness" by accomplishing at least 
three of the following: 

a. Held a Friendship/Enlightenment program either individually or jointly. 
b. Presented a "Community Builders Award" to a non-Mason or an organization that has made a 
notable contribution to the betterment of the region. 
c. Participated in a "Matching Funds" program. 
d. Demonstrated evidence of involvement in a local charitable or volunteer activity. 
e. Demonstrated evidence of involvement in a volunteer program in conjunction with the city or town: 
ie: Roadside litter removal; public park clean-up or beautification, etc.  
f. Promoted Masonry in the community through favorable newspaper publicity. 
g. Presentation of the Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award to a member 
active in the Boy Scouts. 

 
11. A Lodge must provide evidence that it has endeavored to increase its attendance at meetings by 
accomplishing at least three of the following initiatives: 

a. Held a "Brother to Brother", "Bring a Brother", or "White Apron" Night. 
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b. Held an event to honor "Special Ladies". 
c. Schedule a "Veterans/Awards" Program, and insured that the families were 
invited and that the Veterans were listed in the Trestleboard. 
d. Held a "Past Masters" event. 
e. Invited the Grand Master to be present at one of the Lodge's meetings. 
f. Held an Open House for the public.  

 
12. A Lodge must achieve at least three of the following to demonstrate its genuine concern for the elderly, 
the youth and for communicating with the Brotherhood: 

a. Visited Special Ladies & Shut-ins. 
b. Visited the NH Veteran's Home in Tilton. 
b. Shown evidence that it has contributed to the support of the DeMolay and Rainbow. 

c. Sent its Trestleboard to its District Officers and Grand Lodge Line Officers. 
 
13. A Lodge must provide evidence that it has promoted Masonic Education by inviting the DEO at least twice 
to present a program and hold in-Lodge Masonic Book Sales; presented Educational Booklets to its 
Candidates; and read provisions of the Grand Constitution in open Lodge.  
 
It is hoped that every Lodge will make a sincere effort to fulfill the requirements in the year 2012 - 2013. 
Remember that it is always better to try and fail then fail to try. I am sure that any Lodge that exerts a genuine 
effort will find their endeavors beneficial and rewarding to our beloved Fraternity. 
 
Special Note: 

Any Lodge that qualifies for the Masonic Service Association's Mark Twain Award will also qualify for the 
Grand Master's award by completing items 11, 12 & 13 above. 

 

 

************************************ 
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From the Desk of the Grand Secretary Thomas Lowe     
<secretary@NHGrandLodge.comcastbiz.net> 
 
Brethren, 
 
Email – Subject line 
The volume of emails we receive is ever growing!  A pertinent “Subject” of an email is a good way to help 
everyone out.  With full Inboxes, or other folders, searching for a particular message is MUCH easier when the 
subject line contains important clues.  For Lodge correspondence, it is a good idea is to lead the Subject with a 
three digit Lodge number and the Lodge name, followed by key words that let the recipient know what the 
message is about.  The three digit Lodge number allows a quick sort – especially for District officers (and the 
Grand Lodge office).  While it may increase volume slightly, many disparate subjects in a single message may 
make it difficult to forward an issue to a better owner – try separate messages for different subjects.  Small 
things can help immensely with the volume and efficiency. 

Some examples: 
089 Ancient York – Trestleboard – September 2012 
105 Phoenix – MGJS Award Request – Jones, John Paul 
060 Meridian – Monthly Report – July 2012 
044 St. Mark’s – Dispensation Request – Raffle 
082 Corinthian – Veterans Night – Event Information 
 

Email – Bcc 
It is unfortunate that there are so many people in the world with too much time on their hands – time to 
dream up computer malware to attack our computers via email and website visits!  One item that can help 
control the spread of malware is to use Bcc for large distribution lists, rather than To or Cc.  Using Bcc doesn’t 
allow the other addresses to show on the receiving end – so the malware miscreants cannot steal them.  It has 
the added benefit of suppressing the lines of recipients if you forward or print an email.  Try Bcc out – it helps 
us all. 
 
ConstantContact 
ConstantContact is a mailing tool that I have started using for large distributions.  The messages still arrive 
from secretary@nhgrandlodge.comcastbiz.net, but are formatted and mailed by ConstantContact.  Most email 
applications limit the number of addressees on a message – we are limited to 99.  A message to all Lodge 
Masters, Lodge Secretaries, and Grand Lodge officers far exceeds the limit and therefore takes about seven 
mailings to accomplish what ConstantContact can accomplish at a single stroke.  Secretaries will still receive 
separate messages with attached files for many of the mailings. 
MGJS Awards 
Please do not forget that a recommendation to the Grand Master for a Major General John Sullivan 
Distinguished Service Award comes from a Lodge, rather than an individual.  The Lodge must vote on such a 
request.  If that deserving Brother is always around, discuss such votes with your District Deputy Grand 
Master.  Your request letter to the Grand Master must inform of the vote, as well as detail the 
accomplishments of the potential recipient. 
Grand Lodge Office 
Please don’t hesitate to contact the Office and when messaging, please send to both Roberta and Tom: 
office@nhgrandlodge.comcastbiz.net and secretary@nhgrandlodge.comcastbiz.net. 

 

mailto:secretary@nhgrandlodge.comcastbiz.net
mailto:secretary@nhgrandlodge.comcastbiz.net
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************************************ 

 

News from the Life Membership Committee 
by David Collins, Vice-Chair Life Membership Committee 

Junior Grand Deacon, david.collins@tds.net 
 

Grand Lodge of New Hampshire Life Membership Committee 
 

What is an Honorarium?  
 

In the last Grand Master’s Quarterly newsletter we spoke about Life Membership, what is it and who can 
apply for this?  We hope the Brethren have a clearer understanding of the Life Membership Program and the 
true goal of this program:  To provide a perpetual annuity gift for the Lodge.  So when those Brethren who 
chose to join this program are no longer here, their one lump sum dues payment will continue to provide an 
income stream for their Lodge for generations. 
 
Another part of the Life Membership program that is sometimes used is an Honorarium. What is an 
Honorarium? This is a monetary gift bequest designated to have only the Lodge see the financial benefit. You 
may ask, why bother using the Life Membership Program, when the individual could just set up an investment 
and gift it to the Lodge? 
 
A simple example is this:  a Brother of the Lodge has $500 he would like to leave a Lodge but is concerned that 
the principal should never be touched, only the income. It would take some time and effort to set up such an 
investment gift.  If the Lodge is already part of the Life Membership Program, the brother could simply provide 
the monetary gift to the Life Membership Program in his Name and for his Lodge.  The program would then 
simply include the monies into the Program Account and once a year a check for the income would be 
provided automatically to the Lodge. 
 
Is your Lodge part of the Grand Lodge Life Membership Program?  Above is just another example of why all 
Lodges in the State need to consider becoming part of this Program.   
For those Lodges who already are part of this, is the Program being promoted in your Lodge?? 
 
For questions Contact  Grand Lodge for the Representative in your District. 
 
Fraternally, 
David S. Collins, Junior Grand Deacon 
Vice-Chairman Grand Lodge Life Membership Committee 
 

 

 

 

************************************** 

 

 

 

 

mailto:david.collins@tds.net
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Report of Constitutional Review Committee progress 
August 9, 2012 

Submitted by: Tom Welman <one-l@myfairpoint.net> 
 

The Focus Group of the Committee continues to meet several times monthly to review each Article and 
Section of the existing Constitution in turn.  The subject matter has been examined to determine where 
consolidation of material is appropriate, reorganizing material as necessary to place like items together, with a 
view to improving readability and reference capabilities.  Careful note has been made of each change 
accomplished, providing a “paper trail”, from whence the particular item was formerly positioned, to the final 
proposed location within the new document(s).  Reports of each meeting are submitted to the full Committee 
for assessment and comment. 
 
  During the initial stages of this effort, the decision was made to complete the draft Constitution, 
before fleshing out the draft of the Manual and the document currently given a working title of “Rules and 
Regulations”.  Given the nature of reorganizing Sections and Articles, and placing parts of them in new 
locations, and eliminating redundancy, it was quickly apparent that the completion of the Constitution 
revision was mandated to provide a stable base upon which to pull together the other two documents.  Much 
of this effort is at a deliberate pace, involving much discussion of meaning, intent, what will be the effect of 
any revision of a particular subset of items, and always maintaining a consistent drive to reach agreement for 
the best final draft product.   
 
Currently, we are reviewing Article XIII, Powers and Duties of Constituent Lodges.  As the examination has 
continued in this area, the need for reorganizing placement continues to be paramount, and is resulting in a 
product more useful for guidance and reference. 

 

******************************** 

 

 

Report of the Lodge Quality Committee 
August 9, 2012 

Submitted by: Tom Welman <one-l@myfairpoint.net> 
 

 
There has been no activity concerning possible mergers since the report to the Annual Communication in May, 
2012.  The Committee remains a resource available to DDGMs and the Lodges in their respective Districts for 
consultation and reference concerning Lodge viability, and guidance on merger assessment, discussion, and 
the process leading to merger completion. 

 

 

 

******************************** 
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By The Inch It’s A Cinch  
Submitted by: Mike Salisbury <mike@oldebayrv.com> 

 
In my travels throughout the State, talking with brethren who are working hard but still struggling with 
their Ritual, I find one common thread. They are all trying to memorize their parts by reading the 
whole piece over and over and over again. If you are trying to memorize Ritual this way you are 
setting yourself up for a heap of frustration and failure. It’s a lot like trying to learn how to swim with 
both hands tied behind your back. You may eventually get to the point where you can keep your head 
above water but you will never be able gain any forward momentum.  
 
There is an easy way! Our late brother and Past Grand Master, M.W. Albert Burgess, had a saying 
when it came to memorizing Ritual; “By the inch it’s a cinch, by the yard it’s hard”. If you are 
struggling with Ritual memorization try this, the results will amaze you! 

 
How To Memorize In Four Easy Steps 

 
1. Set aside 30-45 minutes each day for memorizing the part. 

Night time just before bed is best because your mind will retain the information better if 
you immediately sleep on it. You need to memorize lines every day. You are in fact 
training your brain. You will find that by the 3rd or 4th day you will memorize faster 
and retain the info better! 

 
2. Find your magic number. 

Each of us has a “magic number” when it comes to memorizing lines of ritual. The 
magic number is simply the number of times you need to repeat a phrase in order to 
retain it in your memory word for word. Your magic number can be 3 or it can be 10, it 
might even be more than ten but rest assured, you do have a magic number. 
 
Our brains are smarter than we are. After all, we are only using about ten percent of our 
available brain power. You will find the more you systematically use this repetitive 
process, your brain will adapt to this rhythm and you will be able to memorize quicker 
and easier. 

 
3. Break the part down into small phrases. 

This is the key component. Pick a relatively small part as an example, the “Closing 
Charge” for instance, which has 163 words. The Charge consists of 11 sentences which 
for our purposes we need to further break down into 24 phrases. 
 

4. Repeat, repeat, repeat, repeat……. 
First, read the entire part 3 times. Do not attempt to memorize anything. 

 
Now read the entire part 5 times while interpreting what the lines really mean. USE A 
DICTIONARY IF YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT A WORD MEANS. Once you understand 
what the line means you will be able to put the proper voice inflection into the line.  

 
Start by saying the first phrase as many times as needed to retain it. Remember, this 
will be your magic number.  

 
Once you have found your magic number working on the first phrase, repeat the 2nd 
phrase that many times. Next add the 1st  phrase to the 2nd phrase and repeat them 
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together your magic number of times. When repeating, use appropriate voice inflections 
and pauses. Say the lines out loud if possible so you can hear how they sound. 

 
Simply repeat this process, adding phrases, over and over again until you have the 
entire part committed to memory. 

 
Now repeat the entire part at least 3 times per day over the next 4 weeks again using 
proper voice inflections every time you say it. Check yourself against the Ritual at least 
twice a week to make sure you are not dropping or flipping words. 
 
 

Our goal is to establish a Culture of Ritual Excellence throughout the Jurisdiction. The D.D.G.L. in 
your District, myself, and the Deputy Grand Lecturer are available to assist you and your Lodge 
anytime. Please don’t hesitate to call on us for help. 
 
Best Fraternal Regards, 
 
Michael T. Salisbury 
Grand Lecturer 
email: mike@oldebayrv.com 
603-986-2840 
 

******************************** 

 

 
 

mailto:mike@oldebayrv.com
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******************************************** 

 

 

A Temple of Living Stones: Examining the Concept of a Chain of Union 
By Wor. Andrew Hammer, Past Master of Alexandria-Washington Lodge No. 22 

 

Most readers of this publication will already be familiar in some way with the Chain of Union, if not already 

using such a ceremony in their own lodge. A common misconception among some brothers, however, is that the 

general concept of a Chain of Union is an import from European Masonry, recently brought forth by a few 

American Masons who are seeking a more esoteric experience in closing their lodges. In fact, the idea need not 

be imported at all; it may be found right here in the United States, within the rituals of our own Grand Lodges. 

 

How could Masons in a given jurisdiction not know about their own ceremonies? Very easily. Many of our 

lodges have a virtual attic of discarded ideas and practices that have been worn away by fear, lack of interest, or 

general laziness. In the same way that some Grand Lodges have done away with the penalties of the degrees, or 

allowed elements of Craft ritual to be removed away into appendant bodies, elements of lectures or charges that 

convey a special meaning or indicate a particular experience can find themselves lost before our very eyes. In 

some situations, we might find ourselves engaged in an activity that is clearly derived from a more specific 

point of origin, but those engaged in it are not aware of what precisely they are doing, or how it was meant to be 

done. This is the case with the Chain of Union. 

 

A number of Grand Lodges in the United States, most of them east of the Mississippi, have in their work a 

closing charge, intended to be used at the end of meetings. For most of these Grand Lodges that charge is 

optional, which—human nature being what it is—unfortunately translates to “feel free to ignore”. However, in 

my Grand Lodge [Virginia] this closing charge is a mandatory part of our ritual, and is used at the end of all 

Master Mason’s lodges. The language goes back at least to the time of William Preston, and is monitorial in 

those jurisdictions that include it. While its form varies slightly from jurisdiction to jurisdiction, the text is 

essentially some variation on the following, used in Virginia: 

“Brethren: We are now about to quit this sacred retreat of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world. 

Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not the duties which you have heard so frequently inculcated and 

so forcibly recommended in this Lodge. Remember that around this sacred altar, you have solemnly bound 

yourselves to befriend and relieve every brother who shall need your assistance. You have promised, in the 

most friendly manner, to remind him of his error, and aid a reformation. These generous principles are to extend 

further. Every human being has a claim upon your kind offices. Do good unto all. Recommend it more 

especially to the household of the faithful. Finally, brethren, be ye all of one mind; live in peace; and may the 

God of love and peace delight to dwell with and bless you.” 

 

This charge is given by the Master, after he has instructed the brethren to assemble about the altar, and in this 

act, the circle is formed which constitutes the chain of union by way of forming a temple of living stones. It is 

not the custom in Virginia to join hands, but it is also not prohibited, and one may well imagine a time when 

this surely must have been done in Virginia lodges [partially because the joining of hands is found in the closing 

ritual of an appendant body in Virginia]. In any case, the actual joining of hands is not the measure by which 

such an assembly should be judged; the image of Stonehenge and the concept of a sacred circle points to the 

higher purpose of the chain therein created. 

The Master then, while this circle remains intact, moves to declare the Lodge closed. 

Some might point out that there is no reference to a chain in this charge. But interestingly enough, using 

language that is in part almost identical to that quoted above, the older Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania adds the 

following line: 
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Remember always, Brethren, that these solemn rites of which you have been partakers, and your parts in them, 

are as binding on your conscience outside the lodge as within it. They are links in that chain made in life for 

eternity. Beyond that allusion to an actual chain, one should look closely at the words that are used throughout 

the charge. 

 

The purpose of a chain of union is to signify and validate the unbreakable oneness of the brethren by the bonds 

of the fraternity. In this particular charge, while the brethren are assembled, they are told that “around this 

sacred altar”—not at, when each man himself was obligated, but around, as a circle of brethren assembled in a 

chain of union—”you have solemnly bound yourselves” to each look after the other. At the end of the charge, 

an extraordinary line for an organization of free-thinking individuals is uttered: “be ye all of one mind”. In this 

simple phrase, a psychological chain is formed to reinforce the physical one. Clearly, the brethren who 

composed and enacted this charge nearly 

300 years ago knew the nature of what they were doing. 

Andrew Hammer 
In a few lodges I have visited, the practice of a chain of union is implemented using words either from other 

rites or jurisdictions, which then necessitates the Lodge having to close first, in order to do what becomes an 

unauthorized [but not prohibited] ceremony outside of a tyled Lodge. The advantage of the closing charge I am 

quoting here in this article is that it is not something that has to be done after the lodge is closed; it is already 

part of our ritual, and again, in Virginia, required in order to close the Lodge. Considering the number of 

American Grand Lodges where this exact version of a closing charge—or a variation thereof—is “on the 

books”, it would behoove brethren to take a closer look at their respective rituals to see if they might find 

something in their history which would take them to their own native version of a chain of union. 

 

The lesson to be learned from such an investigation is that often the things we think we need to improve our 

Craft are not necessarily to be found from without, but from within. In this case, the Chain of Union is 

something to be found within our own histories and rituals as American Masons. In putting this ceremony to use 

within those boundaries, we bring to life the notion of the “temple of living stones” alluded to in our ritual, and 

demonstrate a tangible meaning of that concept to every brother present. As brothers consider how they might 

implement a Chain of Union in their lodges, it is apparent that far from being a “foreign innovation”, it is 

instead a forgotten treasure of our own Masonic history that merely need be restored. 

 

*This article appeared in the May 2012 issue of the Living Stones Magazine and is reprinted here with the 

author’s permission.   
 

Submitted by: Paul Smith, Wor. Master Phoenix Lodge #105 <Paul.Smith@leg.state.nh.us> 
 

 

 

****************************************** 
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Gorham-Sabatis Lodge Scholarships 

 

Submitted by: Chris Davies <cpdavies@ncia.net>; 
 

Presenting each recipient an award certificate and a congratulatory letter is Chris Davies (r), Scholarships 
Chairman of the Lodge.  Gorham-Sabatis Lodge raised funds for college scholarships and other charitable 
actions by conducting Golf Tournaments annually in July for the last 3 years.  This year’s fourth tournament 
will be held at Waumbek Golf Club in Jefferson on July 14.  The tournament will be a four person scramble 
format and will begin at 8 a.m., rain or shine.  Any person or team is welcome to participate.  The cost is $200 
per team or $50 per player.  Singles will be assigned to teams that day.  Try to arrive early so you have time to 
register and buy 50/50 and other raffle tickets.  There will be gift bags, a meal, prizes for putting and longest 
drive, and a good time for all.  Sponsors and volunteers are welcome.  For more information call 603-915-
6528. 
 
Gorham-Sabatis Lodge is part of the largest and oldest fraternity, Free and Accepted Masons, which has 
existed since at least the 16th century.  There are over 5 million members, worldwide, who profess belief in 
God, who have adopted Masonic teachings (including to regard all humans as one family, created by one 
Almighty Parent, who all deserve respect, love, relief, and charity), and who seek to improve themselves and 
others.  The lodge in Gorham has operated continuously since 1862. 
 

 

 

 
 

Nicole Demers (l) receives $500 scholarship from Gorham-Sabatis Masonic Lodge during Berlin High School’s 
Academic Awards Ceremony on June 4. 
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Keegan Fike (l) receives a $500 scholarship from Gorham-Sabatis Masonic Lodge during Gorham High School’s 
Class Day events the afternoon of June 8. 
 
 

********************************************* 

 

Jewell Lodge #94 Event 
 

by Kurt Ehler     <KEhler@HeatandControl.com> 
 

Monday August 20th was an event filled night at Jewell Lodge in downtown Pembroke. In attendance was the 
Most Worshipful Grand Master of the State of New Hampshire, Most Worshipful Brother Paul M. Leary.  
Jewell Lodge continued its generous charity work by making sizable donations to three Appendant bodies, The 
York Rite, The Scottish Rite, and the Shrine. Jewell Lodges Worshipful Master Walter Sword made the 
presentations and receiving for the York Rite was Illustrious Grand Master of Cryptic Masonry Robert Steel. On 
behalf of the Shrine the donation was accepted by Brother Dave Rouleau, and for the Scottish Rite, Most 
Worshipful Grand Master Brother Paul Leary was presented the check.  
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                             Brother Dave Rouleau accepting check on behalf of the Shriners 
 

Dinner was well attended by the Brethren, and also by three of our Special Ladies.  Dessert consisted of a 
pineapple upside down cake brought by one of our Special ladies Dottie Silkman.  This was truly an 
unexpected pleasure, thanks Dottie!!  
  
All guests were then invited upstairs to the Lodge room for the Veterans Program.  First on the agenda The 
York Rite Profile College had two Gold Key awards to present for Masons who have contributed above and 
beyond both to Masonry and the Community.  The first was received by Timmy Thompson and pinned to his 
lapel by his “Special Lady”.  Congratulations Timmy well deserved!!  Worshipful Master Walter Sword then 
announced that this night should have been called the “Jack Sheehan Hour” and indeed it should have for the 
next recipient for the Gold key was Jack Sheehan, his Special Lady also by his side. 
 

 
                       Jack Sheehan about to receive his 25 year Masonic pin 
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 Immediately following this honor Jack Sheehan received his 25 year Masonic Veterans pin presented to him 
by Most Worshipful Grand Master Brother Paul M Leary and Worshipful Master Walter Sword.  Jack remained 
standing only to be surprised by being presented the Major General John Sullivan medal in Bronze. The list of 
Brother Sheehan’s contributions to the Craft and the Community was impressive and inspiring. We are very 
fortunate to be able to call Tim Thompson and Jack Sheehan our Brothers. Be sure to congratulate both of 
them the next time you see them. Jewell lodge meets on the 3rd Monday of each month. Information can be 
obtained by e-mailing the lodge Secretary through its web site at www.jewelllodge.org  
Kurt Ehler, 
Public Relations Chairman.  

 

********************************************* 

 

Horace Chase Celebrates 150
th

 Birthday 

 

submitted by: Scott Ives <sives@belknapsubaru.com> 

Contact: Scott Ives or Joseph Hardy 603-494-1318 

 

 
 

(from left to right), Joseph Hardy-WM Horace Chase Lodge, John Moore-Senior Steward, Craig Willis -Junior 
Steward 
 
Time flies when you’re having fun…just ask, the Brethren of Horace Chase Lodge #72, of Penacook. Established 
in 1861, Horace Chase Lodge #72 F. & A. M., has been a strong and active Lodge since prior to the Civil War. The 
Brethren of the Lodge have been celebrating this historic birthday with a year-long series of events, culminating 
on June 9, at their 150th anniversary dinner-dance at Concord’s Holiday Inn.  
 

http://www.jewelllodge.org/
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Joseph Hardy, Worshipful Master of the Lodge, said of the party, “I’m just glad they didn’t put one-hundred and 
fifty candles on a cake and expect me to blow them out.” On a more serious note he added “At Horace Chase we 
like to celebrate big events with family. Strong families make strong Masons; this event brings us all together.” 
 It was a historic evening! The Worshipful Master, Joseph Hardy, welcomed the Brothers and their wives to the 
dinner, and thanked the committee, and especially, Brothers, Senior Steward John Moore, and Junior Steward 
Craig Willis, for their roles in delivering a superlative event. Chaplain, Brother Wilmer Nemchick, offered the 
opening benediction, and Brother Willis treated the crowd to some impromptu standup comedy.  A delightful 
buffet style dinner was served, with a Carrot cake, and coffee for desert.  Said Past Master David Hardy, “we 
came to dance… so, get on up here!”  Music was provided by local DJs, Tom and Chris, who played a wonderful 
mix of old, and new music, to the delight of the crowd!  
 

 
 
Right Worshipful David Hardy and his wife. 
 
The evening was a wonderful mix of remembering the past and celebrating the future. Worshipful Brother Eben 
Barnett, a Past Master, and one of the Brothers who played an important role in the one-hundredth-
anniversary-celebration, was in attendance, as were some of the Lodge’s newest members.  Newly raised 
Master Mason, Roger Baker’s post on Facebook said it all “Great evening with my Brothers and their ladies at 
the Horace Chase Lodge’s 150th anniversary dinner dance.”  
 
Horace Chase Lodge #72 F. & A. M., located in Penacook, meets on the third Thursday of each month (except in 
July and August) at the Masonic Temple in Penacook. Worshipful Master Joseph Hardy reminds all who have an 
interest in joining the fraternity…to be one, ask one! For more information on the Lodge or membership, please 
visit our Web Site at www.horacechase.org 
  
. 
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****************************************** 

 

Out and about – happenings in the eight NH Masonic Districts 
...as reported by.... 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

District #1   Robert L. Sutherland Jr. DDGM, <Robert7615@aol.com> 
 

R W DDGM First Masonic District 

280 Bayside Rd. 

Greenland, NH 03840-2162 
 

First Masonic District Quarterly Report  
 

Brethren, I bring you the greetings from the Masters and Warders of the First Masonic District and also 
those from the District Officers.   

 
Now that our LOI (Lodge of Instruction) is completed, with a great turnout for the middle of August, 

the Lodges are ready to get back to work for this fall.  All but two of our Lodges are dark in July and August; 
however this summer many of our Lodges were working hard.  Many had special programs for their Special 
Ladies, and some had programs for the Members who have served the Lodge for many years and were 
rewarded for their outstanding service.  Not only were many Lodges doing degree work of all kinds, but what 
made it even better was that they were sharing their work with one and other. 

 
Plans are now in the works by our Masters and Wardens Association to have an outdoor Farmer’s 

Degree (EA) on September 15th at 10:00 a.m. at Worshipful Brother Welch’s Farm. (For more information 
contact any Master in the District for Tickets - $20.00 includes your lunch and refreshments.) 

 
As your DDGM, I made good use of the summer time and completed all the Lodge audits, and our 

DDGL completed all but three of the required inspections.  We will be off and running on our Official 
Visitations early this fall and the programs requested by the Master are going to be a challenge for our District 
Officers, just as they were last year.  We are looking forward to some great programs, and with outstanding 
attendance by the membership they will want to take advantage of a great learning experience.  

  
The District Officers and I would like to invite all to join us at any of the Official Visitations.  We assure 

you that you will have a good time and be on your way home early.  
 
May the God of Love and Peace be with you.      

  
 
Fraternally  yours, 
Robert L. Sutherland Jr. 

DDGM First Masonic District   
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* * * * * * * * * * 

 

District #2      David Smith, DDGM, d.w.smith@myfairpoint.net  
 

Second Masonic District News 
“Second to none” 
Summer Edition 

 

Through the summer, many Lodges were dark for Stated Communications, but Special Communications and 
events continued.  As summer is winding to a close the Official Visitation Season has already started.  On 
August 22nd, the first Visitation of 2012 was held for Rising Sun Lodge #39.  There are 92 Masons present for 
the mini LOI presentations by RW DDGL Paul Donaldson and Malcolm Wooff.  RW Donaldson Spoke on 
performing ritual, the importance of its impression on the Candidate and the Ritual Performance Workshops 
he is planning. RW Wooff presented a talk on how as Mason’s we progress from the rough ashlar to the 
perfect ashlar and the tools we have to accomplish that task.  Wor Bob Porter and several Brothers of Rising 
Sun Lodge presented the Canadian Charge and the Toast to the Flag as examples of Ritual any Brother can 
learn whether going through the chairs or not. Bro Guy Martineau presented a talk on proper teaching and 
mentoring of a new Brother and keeping them involved in the Lodge.  Thank you Rising Sun, it was a great 
start to the 2012 season.   
 
Ancient York Lodge has instituted programs to bring back to the Lodge members who have not attended 
recently and they have regular educational presentations at Stated Communications such as author and Bro. 
Kick C. White of Vermont.  The Lodges efforts to raise donations for the Nashua Veterans Count program are 
going very well with $1300 to date. And to make it easy to donate they have set up a PayPal account so you 
can donate online at the Lodge web site.  See the details about these at http://www.ancientyork89.org  
 
Bethel-Souhegan Lodge held its 58th Annual Barbecue at Souhegan Country Club in New Ipswich.  As always it 
was a great event for Lodge Brothers with excellent food and fun.  It is always held on the second Tuesday of 
August, so mark your calendar for next year.  The Lodge honored their Special Ladies on July 17th with a night 
out at the Woodbound Inn. 
 
Benevolent Lodge #7 has more stuff going on than the White House (maybe).  Although the July 4th parade 
participation had to be cancelled, they got right back at it and are out there right now marching in the Milford 
Labor Day parade.  Pictures may be in the next GM Newsletter issue.  The regular Saturday morning fund 
raising breakfasts continue to do well.  What a great way to raise donations for a number of worthy charities 
in town on a regular basis and show how we live up to our Masonic principles.  The Lodge continues to 
support High Hopes in a number of ways, fund raisers, volunteer labor/support and the Motorcycle Poker run.  
The Souhegan DeMolay Chapter is on the move as well. 

mailto:d.w.smith@myfairpoint.net
http://www.ancientyork89.org/
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Milford DeMolay Boys having fun at the Shrine Football Parade 
 
Clinton Lodge #52 had a busy June with  a Master Mason Degree on June 12th, a Hawaiian Night at the June 
14th Stated Communication and a public Pancake Breakfast as part of the 5th Annual Celebrate Wilton Festival 
on June 16th.  Breakfast is also available at the Lodge on Saturdays.  Lot of good eats in Wilton. 
 
Lafayette Bible #41 construction continues on the Dining Hall.  It has got a little behind schedule causing the 
Visitation to be postponed (new date to be announced soon) but like all construction it will get finished… we 
hope by Christmas .  The Outdoor Brow of the Hill MM degree is scheduled for Sep 8th. 
 
Pulpit Rock #103 has a revamped web site and it looks good. Their great Masonic Education Program 
continues.  Breakfast is served every third Sunday of the month from 8-10 AM. The annual Family Cookout was 
held June 23rd. 
 
Rising Sun Lodge #39 is busy as always having held its annual Fishing Trip on Aug 11th.  They also sojourned to 
Dartmouth Nova Scotia for their Annual get together with John Albro Lodge.  Rising Sun raised their own 
Master Mason candidate with NH Ritual for our Canadian Brethren on July 7th.  While visiting they enjoyed 
the Military Tattoo in Halifax.  They also attended the July NASCAR Race fund raiser at NHMS in Loudon. 
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Rising Sun’s annual fishing trip, how could this not be great fun! 
 
Rockingham Lodge #76 had its Annual Lodge Family Cookout on July 15th at Kim and Don Crete’s house.  It was 
a good time with good food and good company.  The Lodge held a Special Communication on Aug 7th to elect a 
Junior Warden, under dispensation from the Grand Master.  Congratulations to Bro. Sherman Packard on his 
position as Junior Warden.  Work continues on the Lodge building which should be very near complete now.  
The Lodge has been graciously hosting the rehearsals for the Scottish Rite 17th Degree and its large 42 person 
cast. 
 
St. Mark’s Lodge #44 hosted a Ladies at the Table dinner on June 22nd and also presented their first 
Community builder Award to Nancy Cofrin for her work with the homeless children of Derry.  On June 25th St 
Mark’s passed two Fellow Crafts; Brother Thompson and Bro. Nelson and on July 9th initiated Bro. James 
Medaglia as an EA. 

 
Wor George Chapman and several Brothers from St. Mark’s Lodge attend the Visitation at Rising Sun Lodge. 
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Spicket Lodge #85 continues to stat busy with breakfast every Saturday, the Tuesday Night Ladies Night at the 
Lodge for Special Ladies Spouses and Ladies. Club 85 hosted a fine Ham and Bean Dinner on Aug 25th.  At the 
request of the family, on Tuesday Aug 7th, the Lodge conducted a Masonic Funeral Service for Bro George 
Holden in the Lodge Room and hosted a reception and meal afterward.  The service was well attended with 28 
family members and 32 brothers in attendance.  Bro. George Holden was the installed Junior Warden of 
Spicket Lodge and bravely battled Leukemia for the last year. 

 
In Memoriam of Brother George D. Holden, Jr 
 
Washington Lodge #61 invited me to represent the Grand Master and the District at the presentation a Lewis 
Jewel to Bro. Koechel.  The Lodge is continuing with its usual summer activities and working candidates. 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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District #3    Earl W. Cole, Jr., District Deputy Grand Master 3rd Masonic District, 
ewc18@msn.com  

 

Howdy and welcome to the 3rd Masonic District, located along the western border of New Hampshire. 
  
 

 
 
Dinner held in honor of Shrine Bowl Participants 
July 13, 2012—Hiram Lodge in concert with the Claremont Masonic Association hosted a dinner to thank and 
honor our local students for their participation in one of our local Shrine’s major fundraisers, the Shrine Bowl. 
These students spend several days preparing for and participating in the events of the Shrine Bowl. The 
Association and Hiram Lodge would like to sincerely thank all who donated their time, money or resources to 
this very special and rewarding cause! The kids had a great time and enjoyed the delicious food. This event 
showed everyone’s support for their many hours of community service and doing their part to make the Shrine 
Bowl a success. Thank you again to all who made this very successful event possible! 
 
Cheshire Mt. Vernon Lodge 
 
Wallet Returned To Owner--After 67 Years 
TEXAS TOWNSHIP, Mich. (NEWSCHANNEL 3) - A piece of history, hidden for seven decades, was uncovered in 
Kalamazoo.  A man lost his wallet in the 1940s, and just got it back today.  For 81-year-old Warren Houghton of 
Texas Township, a special package arrived this afternoon from New Hampshire.  Inside were photos from 1944 
of his family stuffed in his old wallet, and an old baseball glove.  There was even an old letter from his half-sister, 
written to the then 14-year-old, and if you were wondering if there would be money inside--his wife can put a 

mailto:ewc18@msn.com
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stop to that speculation. 
 
"Oh no," Betty Houghton laughed. "There wasn't any in there when I married him, and there won't be any in 
there then."  First came a phone call from a stranger with the news--a letter inside the package also explained it 
all.  Someone found an old wallet during construction at a Masonic temple in Cornish Flat, New Hampshire--the 
former one room school house of Houghton.  He lived across the street as a child. 
 
The Navy vet doesn't remember losing his wallet, shaking his head in disbelief, emotional at times, but mostly 
grateful someone took the time to find him, giving him rare photos of some who aren't here anymore. 
 
"It was unbelievable," Warren said. "It blew me out of the water."  See it on the news with the link below. 
 
http://www.wwmt.com/ 
 
After nearly 70 years a wallet and baseball glove that was discovered inside the wall of Cheshire-Mt Vernon 
Lodge #23 was return to its owner in Kalamazoo, MI. The owner, Warren Houghton, lost it in 1944 when he was 
13 years old. Imagine his shock at receiving that phone call. Inside his wallet were pristine family photos, 
including one of his dad who died in 1938. Note, Warren is a Mason in Michigan and a former member of St 
Paul's Lodge #30 in Langdon. 
 
On July 28, Cheshire Mt Vernon Lodge #23 attempted their second annual outdoor Master Mason degree.  The 
Grand Master had agreed to be there to join in on this special occasion.  On this day, the son of the Treasurer 
and the Junior Warden were to be raised.  Unfortunately, Mother Nature decided it was time to end the drought 
and the skies opened in force.  The degree was moved from Lempster to Cornish where the candidates received 
a very good degree.  The Grand Master was most impressed with the work performed by the lodge.  A pot luck 
dinner, including the best grilled sausages I have ever eaten, followed the degree.  During the pot luck dinner, 
Bro. Houghton, whose wallet and ball glove were found, was there with us to share his stories. 
 
On August 4th, the son of the Treasurer of Cheshire Mt Vernon Lodge was given his Fez after the Shrine received 
special dispensation to present it to him at the Shrine’s football game in Vermont.  Our newly raised brother has 
been a patient of the Shrine Hospital in Springfield MA for years.  He was given the honor of speaking at the 
game. 
 
Congratulations to Cheshire-Mt. Vernon Lodge who finally have a working toilet installed in a heated bathroom 
after a long time of planning and construction, Cheshire Mt. Vernon Lodge now has a working toilet in a heated 
bathroom.   
 
Charity Lodge #18 in Jaffrey is preparing to do a Master Mason degree in October.  Congratulations to Charity 
Lodge #18 for processing approximately 34 kids during the CHiPS program.  This took place on 7/28th in Jaffrey 
during their annual Riverfest.  Thanks to the manager of TD Bank in Jaffrey for the agreeing to use the Lodge for 
this purpose. 
 
Jerusalem Lodge is scheduled to do a Master Mason degree for 3 candidates on August 15th.  One of the 
candidates is the grandson of the District Deputy Grand Lecturer for the 3rd District Rt. Wor. Alfred Chesley. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 

http://www.wwmt.com/
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District No. 4  
 R.W. John P Woolf 

 District Deputy Grand Master 
jpwoolf@gmail.com 

 

The dog days of summer are upon us as I write this in the comfort of air conditioning. With almost half the 
lodges in the 4th district dark during July and August, there is still a lot going on. Visitation season has already 
started with Blazing Star-Eureka holding there’s in June, for the remaining visitation dates and all other 
important district dates, visit the District 4 web site at http://www.nhmason.org .  In June alone; the district 
had 7 degrees preformed in five lodges, in July we slowed down a bit with only 2 degree, and 2 more 
scheduled for August at the time of this writing.  
 
A fun time was had at Harris lodge in July when they held their annual horseshoe tournament. As told by W. 
Brother Rich Dahlgren. It was a contest played in the high heat and humidity but that did not slow the players 
from intense competition.  Once again, the contest came down to teams from Horace Chase Lodge and Harris 
Lodge vying for the championship. Penacook and Warner warmed up their pitching arms and the matches 
began in earnest, with each team member getting encouragement and some good natured heckling from the 
sidelines. 
 
When the dust settled, the team of Dave Case and Joe Hardy from Horace Chase prevailed and garnered the 
winner's trophy.  Joe is the Master of Horace Chase.  Individual trophies were presented to Case and Hardy by 
Louis Corson, Master of Harris Lodge.  A traveling trophy will be given to Horace Chase Lodge and the lodge 
name will be engraved on a plaque that is mounted in Harris Lodge denoting the annual lodge winner.  The 
traveling trophy will pass each year to the lodge of the winning team.  
 

 
From Left to Right. The Victors Bro. Dave Case, W. Bro Louis Corson, RW Bro Bob Lethbridge, W. Bro Joe Hardy  
 

http://www.nhmason.org/
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And above, showing how it’s done is the Worshipful Master of Harris lodge, W. Brother Corson 
 
During the horseshoe tourney, the smell of burgers and dogs cooking on the grill permeated the playing area. 
Needless to say, the contestants were eager to finish so that they could partake in the excellent meal 
prepared by Ron and Carol Piroso with assistance from outdoor chef, W.Bro. Bill Courser. And next year the 
winner will be…  Stay tuned to find out. 
 
Horace Chase Celebrates 150th Birthday in June!  Please see article on page 20.  
 
 Jewel lodge held its 3rd annual family day outing with a trip to the Fisher Cats came in Manchester. And what 
a great time is was. It doesn’t matter who won or lost the game. Masonry wins when we get together as 
Brethren.    

 
Pictured: W. Brother Ed Ross and Marilyn Ross  
 
As I look at the district calendar, September and October look very busy. With only a few days open. I hope 
you will find some time in your busy schedule to attend your lodge meetings or visit a lodge close to your 
home. And don’t forget, our LOI is scheduled for Sept. 28th at Horace Chase.    
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In closing; I would like to congratulate and welcome our newest lodge in the state.  Phoenix Lodge No.105 
was consecrated on June 8th 2012. This new lodge is located in the 8th District and will meet at Doric Center in 
Tilton on the 2nd Friday of the month. Welcome aboard!   
 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

  Darrell A. Louis DDGM, 5th Masonic District   <darrell.louis@myfairpoint.net> 

 
Greetings from the 5th Masonic District! 
 
Where does the time go?  Before you know it, we will be talking about nights getting down into the 40’s again!  
Summer has been great for us that like the hot weather.  Despite high temperatures, our district has been very 
busy with masonic activity.  July fourth found two lodges active in community parades which include Grafton 
Kane Lodge #46 of N. Haverhill and North Star Lodge #8 in Lancaster.   
 
Both lodges entered floats and were well represented with their prospective lodges.  North Star had a 
variation with their parade entry that was a little different than most.  Dressing as a funeral procession 
dressed in American Civil War era clothing, they depicted and acted out a scene of mourning and burial for a 
brother that had lost his life in the battle of Fredericksburg, 150 years ago.  The brother, John G. Lewis, a 
member of North Star Lodge, was brought back to Lancaster and interned at Wilder Cemetery located right on 
Main Street, Lancaster.   
 
The funeral procession, complete with grieving widow and children, walked the whole parade route with 
coffin and carriage in tow.   At the end of the parade, they then proceeded up to the burial plot of Bro. Lewis 
and gave him a fitting Masonic Funeral.  As Bro. Thomas Ladd (PDDGM of the 5th Masonic District and current 
Secretary of North Star Lodge #8) pointed out, “we have no record of a Masonic funeral having been done for 
Bro. Lewis, so what better way of doing it than on the anniversary of the founding of our country?”  The event 
was opened to anyone who wished to view the ceremony. 
 
In other events, the end of June saw three Master Masons raised in Burns Lodge #66.  About 38 brethren from 
all over the district attended this meeting to see three new brothers brought into Masonry.   
As a district, we have begun our visitation schedule with Burns Lodge and Gorham Sabatis having completed 
their official visitations so far.   
 
Activity in our district continues to be strong as all of our lodges have been active despite it being that time of 
year when the some of our lodges have traditionally gone dark for the summer.  All lodges have reported 
degree work as well as events going on to further the fraternal bonds we have with our brethren and to make 
the public aware of our presence in their communities.  For a full list of everything going on in our district at 
any time, please feel free to visit our website calendar at http://www.fifthmasonicdistrictofnh.org/ .  We hope 
to see you out and about! 
 
Fraternally and enthusiastically submitted; 
 
Darrell A. Louis DDGM 5th Masonic District. 

 
 

http://www.fifthmasonicdistrictofnh.org/
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* * * * * * * * * * 

 

6th District Report       Ralph Currier, D.D.G.M., 

<rrcurrier@roadrunner.com> 
 
As I prepare this article I want to bring you the warm Fraternal Greetings of the 6th Masonic 
District. The fall season is upon us and six of the nine Lodges in the district will be coming out 
of darkness and preparing for a busy fall season. 
 
The DDGM official visitations have been scheduled. We will have one visitation in August (Unity), 
two visitations in September (Mt. Washington and Fraternal), and six visitations in October  
(Charter Oak, Winnipesaukee, Carroll, Humane, Ossipee Valley and Morningstar). Also, the 6th 
District’s Lodge of Instruction has been scheduled for September 21st with dinner at 6:30 PM and 
Grand Lodge opening at 7:30 PM at Winnipesaukee Lodge in Alton. 
 
As the Lodges in the district move forward this fall there are many functions and activities which 
will be in process or are getting underway. Some examples are: Pancake breakfast and ice cream  
social, Stated Communication at the William Pitt Tavern in Portsmouth, an outdoor Master Mason 
degree, roadside cleanup’s, a breakfast out with their “Special Ladies”, dinner and silent auction, 
and several Lodges hold a monthly breakfast as a fundraiser. Anyone interested in joining the  
Brethren of the 6th District at any function or activity, I can be reached at rrcurrier@roadrunner.com. 
Enjoy the fall, It’s the best time of year. 
 
    

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

 
District 7  - Scott Borthwick, DDGM District 7   <sborthwick@myfairpoint.net> 
 
Brethren,  
 
 The last few months have been fairly active in the District. From MM degrees at Meridian Lodge # 60 in 
Franklin and King Solomon's Lodge # 14 in Elkins. Both Lodges Raised two Brothers for a total of 4 new 
Brothers in the District, to a Veterans and Special Ladies Program on the MV Mt. Washington with Kearsarge 
Lodge # 81of Andover. I also attended a cookout and Stated Meeting at Union Lodge # 79 in Bristol and a 
Ladies of the Table Lodge at King Solomon's Lodge # 14 in Elkins. At Social Summit Lodge # 50 we had our 
Annual Cookout in July , Old Home Day Breakfast and Open House In August and Lodge on the Lake for our 
August Stated, with the MWGM and other GL officers in attendance. The highlight of this last quarter was the 
District 7 Golf Tournament on July 28th. The District raised over $ 2,000.00 with half going to Evergreen Place 
and half going to the Shriner's Hospitals. I had the privilege to present W Brother Bill Eckberg with the Gold 
Certificate from the Shriner's Hospitals to display at Meridian Lodge # 60 in Franklin. Bill has been in charge of 
the tournament since the beginning. 
                              The next quarter we will be starting our Visitation and LOI schedules. LOI will be on October 
27th at Doric-Centre Lodge # 20 in Tilton. This will be a combined LOI with the 8th District starting at 11:00 
am. There is a Breakfast from 7:00 to 9:30 am and coalition after the program. Meridian Lodge # 60 is having a 

mailto:rrcurrier@roadrunner.com
mailto:rrcurrier@roadrunner.com
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Red Cross Blood drive the same day. Visitations are as follows:  Social Summit Lodge #50 in Canaan  8/13/12, 
King Solomon's Lodge #14 in Elkins 9/5/12, Mt.Cube #10 in Orford 9/18/12, Meridian Lodge #60 in Franklin 
9/27/12, Union Lodge #79 in Bristol 10/3/12, Franklin Lodge #6 in Lebanon 10/15/12, and Kearsarge Lodge 
#81 in Andover 10/22/12.  Looking forward to seeing you all there. 
 
Fraternally, 
Scott Borthwick, DDGM District 7 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

District 8 News     Al Flateau, D.D.G.M.  alflateau@hotmail.com   
 

Submitted by:  Bruce Kominz, D.E.O.     bkominz@yahoo.com 
 
All Masons are invited to join us for our 2012 Visitation Season – we will be trying out some “joint Visitations” 
this year.  And the fate of the 8th District Masters and Wardens “Traveling Trophy” is yet to be determined – 
which Lodge will accumulate the greatest number of Visitation points, and claim the Trophy at our Annual 
Awards Banquet in March 2013 (at Doric-Centre Lodge #20 in Tilton)?  Come and join in the adventure.... our 
schedule is listed below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Olive Branch Mount Prospect Lodge #16 participated in Ashland’s 4th of July Parade, with a float and marchers 
who handed out treats to the children along the way... despite a very hot day, it was a fun event! 
 
 

2012 Visitations - 8th Masonic District 
(dinner* @ 6:30 p.m. / program @ 7:30 p.m.) 

 
Wed. Sept. 26  O.B.M.P. #16 (MM) & Chocorua #83 (FC) 
Mon. Oct. 1  Red Mountain #68 (EA) 
Sat. Oct. 13  Doric-Centre #20 (FC) & Phoenix #105 (EA) 
   *note: 10:00 a.m. Visitation w/ Lunch after 
Mon. Oct. 29  Mt. Lebanon #32 (EA) 
Mon. Nov. 5  Moosehillock #63 (FC) & Parker #97 (MM) 
   **note: at N. Woodstock Lodge 
 
*** All Visitations are on MM Degree.  NO Degree work. 
*** Degrees in (parenthesis) are for Ritual “Inspection” for the 
Lodge to do for the D.D.G.L. (at different date). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Please attend visitations to support not only your Lodge, 

but all the Lodges in the 8th District! 

mailto:alflateau@hotmail.com
mailto:bkominz@yahoo.com
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Olive Branch Mount Prospect Lodge #16, float in Ashland 4th of July Parade (photo by Jeff Cripps) 
 
 
Olive Branch Mount Prospect Lodge is doing a major fundraising raffle, with may very nice prizes – please ask 
any member for tickets.  
 
They also continued with Degree work, making two new Entered Apprentices.  Two Members received 
longevity awards at the Joint Veterans Program (Olive Branch Mt. Prospect #16, Red Mountain # 68, Chocorua 
#83, and Ellacoya #43 O.E.S.) on July 21 (see photos below). 
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G.M. Paul Leary, Joanne Paul, Jack Paul w/ 25 year award, Bruce Kominz, DEO & Al Flateau, DDGM 
 

 
G.M. Paul Leary with Gordon Clay, 50 year award. 
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Doric Centre Lodge #20 had a refreshing surprise of a newly air conditioned Lodge room – Thanks guys!  
Visiting Olive Branch Mt. Prospect #16 in June, the active Membership of Doric Centre #20 retrieved the 8th 
District Traveling Gavel (you should see it if you can.... hand made by our DDGL, Craig Shippee.... who also 
made our Grand Master’s personal gavel), but needed to use the “tie-breaking” rules as Mt. Lebanon Lodge 
#32 also was present with the same number of members.  With that, they were “dark” for the summer, but 
continue with their breakfasts (on the 4th Saturdays) and other community activities. 
 
Mt. Lebanon Lodge #32, our largest Lodge in terms of Members, continues to do a great deal of Degree work, 
and with great proficiency.  The Lodge sponsored a successful Golf Tournament & fund raiser this August (at 
Waukewan Golf Club in Meredith) and plans to make this an annual event. 
 
Moosehillock Lodge #63 continues to enjoy a good relationship with their community, and joins in the annual 
Old Home Days each July.  They too have monthly breakfasts (the first Sunday of every month) and though a 
small Lodge in numbers, they continue to persist in their good works.  In July, they held their Veterans 
program, with two recipients, as shown in the photos below: 
 

 
Br. Berkley Nichol & wife (center with G.M. Paul Leary) & family, receives 50 Veterans Award. 
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G.M. Paul Leary with Wor. Br. Irving Cushing, 60 year Veterans Award. 
 
Red Mountain Lodge #68 continues with Degree work, having just completed an E.A. Degree this August.  A 50 
year Veteran’s medal was presented to Br. Earle Peaslee.  Several Members affiliated during the summer, 
while other Petitions await.  The Lodge raised $1,650 at our annual yard sale and our August open house 
greeted 20 visitors to our Lodge.  The Sandwich Fair is October 6,7,and 8. The parade is on Sun, Oct 7 at 1:00  
If people would like to participate they should contact Jim Greene (Wor. Master) and they need to be at the 
float location between 11:30 and Noon.  Please “stay tuned”. 
 
Chocorua Lodge #83 did a fundraising raffle, and the lucky winner received a new super gas BBQ grill just in 
time for the 4th of July holiday.  The Lodge participated in the Joint Veterans program on July 21, and just 
finished their annual “pie & ice cream” sale at the August Meredith Craft show. 
 
Phoenix Lodge #105, which was formally made a Lodge on June 8 in Manchester (story in the Summer GM’s 
Newsletter) held their first “regular” meeting in August at their new “home” in the Tilton Lodge, in the 8th 
District.  At this meeting, they made their first Entered Apprentice – it was an impressive night.  All Masons are 
invited to attend and observe a “Traditional Observance” Lodge, and join in their “Agape” (meal) after the 
meeting – just be sure to make your reservation.  
 
 
In conclusion, please know that Masonry is alive and busy in the 8th Masonic District.  If you want a copy of our 
District calendar, please send an email to Bruce Kominz at: bkoinz@yahoo.com.  Our Masters Classes are 
usually held the 3rd Saturday of each month (except May, Nov. & Dec.), and our Masters and Wardens 

mailto:bkoinz@yahoo.com
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Meetings are held after the Masters Classes (in Jan., April, July & Oct.).  We invite you to join us in the 8th 
Masonic District! 

 

******************************** 

 

First District leads off the new LOI season 

by Bill Sawyer  <willmarmer@aol.com> 

The kickoff of the Lodge of Instruction season took place at the Portsmouth Temple recently.  The DDGM, RW 

Robert L. Sutherland, Jr, welcomed our Grand Master, MW Paul M. Leary and his complement of Officers. 

After a dinner put on by Master Chef, Wor. Phil Fraser, the Grand Lodge opened in full form with 97 Masons 

representing the First District and the rest of the State of NH.   

Grand Master Leary spoke to the 12 newly raised MM’s and encouraged them to start up the Masonic ladder 

towards further light and understanding of our wonderful Craft.  He suggested they travel and experience the 

full impact of what Masonry has to offer; to them; their families and the community.   

The Grand Master presented Detective and Brother Eric Kullberg with the Jeremy Ladd Cross award for his 

service to the community.   Brother Kullberg is a seven year veteran Police Officer with the University of New 

Hampshire force.   Back in April he was called to assist in an arrest in Greenland, NH and along with several 

others was shot during the event.  Grand Master Leary commended Brother Kullberg for his dedication of 

service to others. 

The Grand Lodge presented two programs to the Brethren.  The first was an explanation of the change to the 

Grand Lodge per capita which is on the agenda for the Semi-annual meeting in November.  RW Dan Hotchkiss, 

the Grand Treasurer, showed income and expense figures for the last five years and answered all questions 

from the Brethren.  The second program from the Grand Lodge was the importance of the investigation for 

prospective candidates.  This is a vital part of the process, since many of those voting for the candidate have 

not met with him or his family.   

During his closing comments, MW Leary reminded all, that an election of GL Officers will take place in 

November but all current Officers will remain in their stations until the annual meeting in May ’13.  This 

election of GL Officers will give time for those selected to make their plans before installation.   

The Deputy Grand Master, RW Stewart L. Aronson, closed the Grand Lodge and thanked all for attending. 

Bill Sawyer,    Masonic Awareness and Publicity Committee 
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Brother Eric Kullberg, J.L. Cross medal recipient, receives Police Square Club apron from Br. P.T. Sullivan 
with Grand Master Paul Leary on hand.  The apron belonged to the late Colonel and Brother George Iverson of the 

New Hampshire State Police (NHSP).   (photo by Kominz) 
 

 
Lodges of Instruction include Masonic book sales, here with 1st District D.E.O. Br. Rod MacDonald. (Kominz) 
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Grand Master Paul Leary greets newly raised Master Masons.  Note Wor. Br. Woody Fogg filling in for 
our Grand Marshal (giving out pins). 

******************************** 

 
INITIATION OF NEW MEMBERS 
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(photo above) On August 14, Gorham-Sabatis Lodge No. 73 initiated Anthony Vallier of Berlin and Scott 
Newton of Gorham into the Fraternity. Shown (l to r) are Lodge Secretary Rodman Davies explaining the EA 
booklets to the new Brothers, new EA Brothers Vallier and Newton, and Worshipful Master David Rich. The 
Lodge is pleased that they have several other petitions "in the mill", too. 
From: Chris Davies, Past Master of Gorham Sabatis Lodge, 603-466-5960   <cpdavies@ncia.net> 

 
 
 

******************************** 

Education Committee                   Malcolm Wooff, Chairman       email  mwooff@gmail.com 
 

 

Masonic education is undergoing a renaissance, one only has to type in various Masonic search words into 
Amazon to see that it returns between 6,000 to 44,000 books on the subject. In the last thirty years or so the 
rate that new books are entering the market has increased at an exponential rate. There are many reasons for 
this, but for me three stand out; first it’s easier to publish books, secondly  access to the information is readily 
available and thirdly the market for this type of information has increased.  Bro. Andrew Hammer’s book ‘ 
Observing The Craft’ is a good example,  originally intended for distribution among a few close friends the 
book has struck a chord with Masons who obviously feel starved of the type of information contained within 
in its pages, as a result sales have  far exceeded any initial expectations. In fact, if one looks at Brother 
Hammers itinerary he is booked continuously through the year to deliver his message personally, including at 
our own Grand Lodge in November. Clearly in this case, the book has tapped into a main artery of market 
desire created by Masons, to such an extent that the book has become almost mandatory reading for Masonic 
leadership.  But as with all information offered either remotely via media or locally in person at Lodge level it 
is up to the individual Mason to thresh it on the floor of Mt Moriah to understand if it is of use or not.     
It is against this backdrop of increasing desires for Masonic knowledge and exposure to Light that our 
Education Committee has been asked that we look at the way we do business, and seek ways that may better 
serve.  As evidenced by the demand for Masonic books, which is reflected in the type and the volume of books 
sold at G.L. and L.O.I’s , also  at large by Amazon sales our market is changing and we need to change with it. 
To this end our current  officers serving GL as DEO’s or Grand Historians are  motivated and able, each bringing 
specific skills and abilities to the committee and each dedicated to making available information and thought 
provoking content  to our fraternity. The expertise and knowledge base they have collectively covers 
information that the newest Brother needs to know to function comfortably within our fraternity through to 
the deepest esoteric mysteries of ancient times.  The question is then how do we get this wealth of knowledge 
out to the Brethren.  To do so we are looking at a number of initiatives to enhance the depth of information 
and quality of presentations.  Outside of the Constitutional requirements which we must fulfill we are 
currently considering different ways to offer information and knowledge. One such idea that has gained 
support would be an educational day (or series) at central locations, each having specific agendas.  Perhaps 
short videos accessible via the web site might be another possibility.  
 
The DEOs although knowledgeable can’t be expected to know everything Masonic, but they do need to be 
able to be a re source of information for an enquiring Brother’s question. To this end we have just created 
access to a database for DEO’s of some 260 books and manuscripts some dating back to 1390. Between these 
works, manuscripts and leaflets just about all the major events in the development of the craft we know today 
are covered. To further assist your DEO’s and Grand Historians we aim to create access to a chat page, so 
questions or research topics can be aired among all EdComm (Education Committee) members  and the 
insightful answers found collectively. As we move forward, this could possibly be opened to all New 
Hampshire Brothers who seek answers to Masonic questions.  

mailto:mwooff@gmail.com
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The sole purpose of each member of the Education Committee is to serve you, and provide information that 
enhances your Masonic experience. Officers of the committee are motivated and better equipped than ever 
before to offer insight, thought provoking information and education.   
 
 I ask each of you that have read this far to seek out a DEO or Grand Historian, ask him what he is working on, 
you might be surprised at what he has to say and offer your ideas as to how we can help each Brother as a 
travelling man. For it is for each of us to thresh the information we are given, sort the grain from the chaff and 
build our temple. 
 

******************************** 
 

PHOTOS 
 

Cathedral of the Pines, June 24, 2012 
photos by: Mark Langis Mlangis37 <mlangis37@aol.com> 
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******************************** 
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St. John’s Sunday, Portsmouth, NH, June 24, 2012 
photos by: William Sawyer <willmarmer@aol.com> 
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below photos by Bruce Kominz 
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******************************** 

 
 

Preserving Our Records 
 
by R.W. Rick Kelley, Grand Historian <PYRO4RICK@aol.com>; 
 

 Perhaps nothing is more vital to our fraternity than our records.  From the oldest volumes to the most 

recent additions to our records, readers will be given the human perspective on the activities of the Lodge.  

Every Lodge has implements of our craft, very old tools and symbols and preserving them is important but the 

records tell our story.  That is why it is imperative that we document and preserve them in the best manner 

we know how.   

 

 When handling your oldest record books, make sure your hands are clean.  Oil from the hands can 

collect on the book and attract dirt.  Wearing cotton gloves can also protect the book from oily or dirty hands.  

As you take the book from the shelf, push the books on either side back so you can grasp the middle of the 

spine.  Using a finger to pull down on the top of the book will weaken the top of the spine and eventually 

cause breakage.  Setting a book on a flat surface and opening it causes stress on the spine.  To relieve that 

stress, place supports on the flat surface under the front and back covers.  These supports can be something 

as simple as a clean block of wood so the front and back covers are not lying flat on the surface.  Never lay a 

book face down on a flat surface.  If a page needs to be copied, use a copier which allows the book to form its 

natural 90 degree angle.  When using a bookmark use a paper bookmark rather than metal or other types.  

The use of paper clips and sticky note paper may damage the pages of the book, and never store newspaper 

clippings or letters inside a book.  When researching through your records, never eat or drink as the chances 

of an accidental spill may occur damaging the book. 

 

When storing the records, it is important to consider the environment of the storage area.  It is not 

recommended storing them in plastic as the plastic has a tendency to degrade.  An archival type storage box is 

the better choice for the storage of your records.  Attics, basements or other areas where the temperature 

and humidity cannot be regulated are not recommended areas where the records should be stored.  There is 

also a danger of leaking water to consider in these areas.  When a suitable storage area is found always leave 

an air space between walls, floors and ceilings to promote air flow.   
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If any questions arise regarding the storage or handling of your records, consult your local historical society.  

They have a wealth of information and are usually happy to assist you.  They may even offer to store your 

oldest records in a climate controlled vault on their premises.  In the event that this option is chosen, have 

them mark the boxes confidential so they are not open to the general public.  Assign your Lodge Historian as 

well as other members of your historical committee as caretakers of these records and have signature cards to 

identify these members as being permitted to access these records. 

 

 If we wish to preserve our history for future generations we must take the proper precautions to 

protect our records.  We must use care when handling our oldest records and be cognizant of the 

environment in which we store them.  Our story is one of the oldest stories told and it is important that our 

future generations have these records to research and enjoy. 

 

************************************* 
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Grand Masters Calendar of Upcoming NH Events 
(Subject to change) 

- - - - 2012 - - - - 
Check your calendar and please plan ahead! 

 
You can find the Grand Masters Calendar at:       http://www.nhgrandlodge.org/calendar 
 
The below listings are those for the Grand Master’s “in state – NH” activities only, and are intended as a “useful quick 
reference tool” only…. For a complete listing, please use the link above to the full calendar. 

 
********************************************************************************************* 

 

Tue Sep 4 6:30pm – 9:30pm, Hiram Lodge Fraternal Exchange, Exchange with Vermont Lodge #18 
6:30 Dinner ($10.00) RSVP or Info to Scott Ayen @ scott@ayen.net or (650) 784-3252 
Dress: Tuxedo (Officers); Suits (Brethren), 40 Maple Avenue, Claremont, NH 03743 
 
Thu Sep 6 5pm – 9pm, North Star Lodge #8 – Visitation, GM Attendance TENTATIVE, RSVP to Thomas Ladd, 
Sec. @ tal29106@gmail.com,  
 
Fri Sep 7 6:30pm – 9:30pm, LOI - 5th District, Gorham- Sabatis Lodge #73, Details forthcoming 
20 Park Street, Gorham, NH 03581 
 
Sat Sep 8 3pm – 6pm, North Star Lodge #8 - Veterans' & Special Ladies, Details to follow. 
25 Main Street, Lancaster, NH 03584 
 
Sun Sep 9 2pm – 5pm, Harmony Lodge #38 - Vets/Spec Ladies Event 
 
Mon September 10, 6:30pm – 9:30pm, Doric-Centre Lodge, Dinner 6:30; Lodge Opens 7:30, 410 W. Main 
Street, Tilton, NH 
 
Thu Sep 13 6pm – 9pm, Moses Paul Lodge #96 - Veterans' Event, Presentation of 60-, 50-, 40- and 25-year 
awards.  6:00 pm Dinner (Free to all who attend) 7:00 pm Meeting Dress: Tuxedo (Officers) Business or 
Military  
Uniforms (Brethren) Comfortable Casual (Ladies), RSVP and Info: WM John T. Pond @ 978-8940 or 
bears123@comcast.net , 32 Pearl Street, Dover, NH03820 
 
Fri Sep 14, 2012, Phoenix # 105 Special Communication, Manchester 
 
Sat Sep 15 1pm – 7pm, Red Cross of Constantine 
 
Sun Sep 16 4pm – 7pm, Rockingham Lodge #76 - Veterans' Event, Lunch/Dinner at 4:00 pm. No charge 
RSVP to Frank Sarra at sarrasigns@aol.com or 483-0797, Meeting at 5:00 pm 12 South Road, Candia, NH 
03034 
 
Wed Sep 19 6pm – 7pm, Rising Star Lodge #47 (DGM) - Veterans' & Special ladies' Event 
"We plan a speaker on Joe Dixx, musical entertainment, and the awards presentation." 6:00: Dinner – BBQ 
7:00: Semi-public Meeting DGM to attend in place of MW GM, Dress: Business Casual (All) Newmarket 
Senior Center, Beach Street Extension, Newmarket, NH 03857 

http://www.nhgrandlodge.org/calendar
mailto:scott@ayen.net
mailto:tal29106@gmail.com
mailto:bears123@comcast.net
mailto:sarrasigns@aol.com
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Wed Sep 19 6:30pm – 9:30pm, Union Lodge #79, Dinner: 6:30 pm, Meeting: 7:30 pm Special Program 
18 Pleasant Street, Bristol, NH 03222 
 
Fri Sep 21 6:30pm – 10pm, 6th District LOI, Winnipesaukee Lodge #75, 6:30 Dinner, 7:00 Lodge 
Rte 28, Alton, NH 03809 
 
Sat Sep 22 10am – 5pm, Profile YR College - NE Regional, Portsmouth, NH 
 
Sat Sep 22 2pm – 4pm, Strafford Lodge #29 Veterans' Day, More Info Needed, 610 Sixth Street, Dover, NH 
03878 
 
Sun Sep 23 2pm – 5pm, Ossipee Valley Lodge #74 - Veterans' Event, Collation to follow.  Dress: Officers - Suit 
& Tie; Brothers - Suit & Tie; Dress or Slacks, RSVP to: Elliott Harris, WM, 539-2403, Rte 25 East, Center 
Ossipee, NH 
 
Mon Sep 24 7pm – 9pm, NH MasoniCare BOT, Evergreen Place 
 
Wed Sep 26 5:30pm – 9pm, Line Officers Meeting, Manchester 
 
Thu Sep 27 5:30pm – 8:30pm, Faithful Lodge #12 - Veterans' & Special Ladies Event, Joint Event w/ St. Paul's 
Lodge #30, Semi-Public Dinner: 6:30 (Potluck) Cost: Donation, Dress: Coat and Tie (Brethren); Choice 
(Ladies), RSVP to Ralph Nichols @ (603) 445-2017 or Thomas Laware at upstom@hotmail.com, at Old Fort 
No. 4, 267 Springfield Road, Charleston, NH (Rte 11, Dr. John Hastings House) 
 
Fri Sep 28 6:30pm – 10pm, 4th District LOI, Horace Chase Lodge #72, 6:30 Dinner, 7:30 Lodge 
53 North Main Street, Boscawen, NH 
 
Sat Sep 29 9am – 1pm, Scenic Council Knight Masons Annual, Suncook, NH 
 
Sat Sep 29, 2012, St Peter's Lodge #31 - Veterans' Event 
 
Fri Oct 5 6pm – 10pm, Burns Lodge #66 - Veterans' Event, Social Hour: 6:00 pm, Dinner: 7:00 pm; Cost: 
$45,00 per person, Dress: Tuxedo (Officers), Mtn View Grand Hotel, Whitefield, NH 
 
Sat Oct 6 2pm – 5pm, Altemont Lodge #26 - Joint Veterans' Event, Charity Lodge #18 and Bethel-Souhegan 
Lodge #24 will participate,Light Snack, Sandwiches available, Dress - Officers (Tuxedos); Brothers (Suit & 
Tie); Ladies (Casual), RSVP - contact Robert Cappo at 253-9099 or bmcoppo@myfairpoint.net, Info - John 
Kaufhold, WM at 924-3114 or JK@pmgw.comcastbiz.net, 192 Uniont Street, West Peterborough, NH 
 
Sun Oct 7, 2012, Grand Officers Day, Franklin, NH 
 
Mon October 8, 6:30pm – 9:30pm, Doric-Centre Lodge, Dinner 6:30; Lodge Opens 7:30, 410 W. Main Street, 
Tilton, NH 
 

mailto:upstom@hotmail.com
mailto:bmcoppo@myfairpoint.net
mailto:JK@pmgw.comcastbiz.net
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Tue Oct 9 7pm – 9pm, Community Builder Award, Semi-Public Event, Converral of Community Builder 
Award and presentation of donations to three local food pantries.  Light refreshments follow.  Dress: 
Tuxedo  
(Officers); Coat & Tie (Brethren); Smart Casual (Ladies) Info and Directions: Wor. Br. Woody Fogg @ 
woodyfogg@earthlink.net or (603) 524-8268, Lane Tavern, 520 Sanbornton Square, Sanbornton, NH (Rte 
132) 
 
Wed Oct 10 7pm – 9pm, Jerusalem Lodge #104 - Veterans' Event, Info to follow, 525 Washington Street, 
Keene, NH 
 
Sun Oct 14, 2012, Horace Chase Lodge #72 - Veterans' and Special Ladies' Event 
 
Sat Oct 20 9am – 3pm, GL of NH Open House, Square and Compasses Day 
 
Sun Oct 21, 2012, Doric-Centre Lodge #20 - SLs & Veterans Event 
 
Mon Oct 22 5:30pm – 9pm, Strategic Plan, Manchester 
 
Thu Oct 25, 2012, NH Council Red Branch of Eri, Time and Location TBD 
 
Fri Oct 26 6:30pm – 10pm, 2nd District LOI, Benevolent Lodge #7, 6:30 Dinner, 7:30 Lodge, 30 Mont Vernon 
Street, Milford, 03055 
 
Sat Oct 27 11am – 1:30pm, 7th & 8th District Combined LOI, Doric-Centre Lodge #20 Tilton, NH, 11:00 am 
Lodge, 7:00 - 9:30 Breakfast, Light Collation to follow, Doric-Centre, Tilton, NH 
 
Sat Oct 27 6pm – 9pm, Mt. Washington Lodge #87 - Ladies at the Table, Directions  
@ http://mtwashingtonlodge.com/contactus.html, Cost: $20 per couple,  Dress: Jackets & Tie (Officers & 
Brethren); Semi-Formal, (Ladies), Lodge Phone: 356-3370, RSVP & Info: WM David Correa at 356-3370 or 
master@mtwashingtonlodge.com, 2627 White Mountain Hwy, North Conway, NH 03860 
 
Sun Oct 28 2pm – 5pm, St. Marks Lodge #44 - Veterans' Event, Temple next door to Derry Public Library, 
No Meal or Collation, Dress: Tuxedo or Dark Suit (Officers); Jacket & Tie (Brethren); Choide (Ladies) 
Info: Scot Newbury, secretary@stmarkslodge.org or (603) 513-2232, 58 E. Broadway, Derry, NH 03038 
 
Mon Oct 29 7pm – 9pm, DDGM Meeting, Tilton 
 
Tue Oct 30 7pm – 9pm, DDGL Meeting, Tilton 
 
Sat Nov 3 9am – 1pm, Scottish Rite Lower Body Degree Day, Degrees presented 9 and 17, GM to bring 
greetings, Merrimack Valley High in Penacook 
 
Sun Nov 4 5pm – 9pm, COD Testimonial, Concord 
 
Thu Nov 8, 2012, Blazing Star - Eureka Lodge #11 - Centenarian Award 
 
Sat Nov 10, 2012, Doric-Centre Lodge #20 - Adam's Rib Dinner 
 

mailto:woodyfogg@earthlink.net
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmtwashingtonlodge.com%2Fcontactus.html&ust=1346618913626000&usg=AFQjCNHC55Ih0VJceY_lz8OAScVHjhC5GQ
mailto:master@mtwashingtonlodge.com
mailto:secretary@stmarkslodge.org
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Mon November 12, 6:30pm – 9:30pm, Doric-Centre Lodge, Dinner 6:30; Lodge Opens 7:30, 410 W. Main 
Street, Tilton, NH 
 
Tue Nov 13 6:15pm – 9:30pm, Benevolent Lodge #7 - Veterans' Event, Dinner: 6:15 pm (No Charge to 
attendees), RSVP Bro. Langis 673-4560 (home) 249-6703 (cell), Semi-Public Meeting: 7:30pm, Dress: Officers 
- Tuxedo; Brethren - Bus. Suits; Ladies - as they see fit.  30 Mont Vernon Street, Milford 03055 
 
Wed Nov 14 6:30pm – 9:30pm, Rising Sun Lodge #39 - Veterans' Event, Dinner - 4th floor; Event - 3rd floor.  
Dress: Tuxedo (Officers); Brothers (Jacket & Tie); Ladies (Business Casual), RSVP by Nov 9 to Roger Gaskill, 
Sec at rgaskill@comcast.net.  Info call Robert Porter, WM 2 603.882.4931 of bob@nhconsistory.com, 200A 
Main Street, Nashua, NH 
 
Sat Nov 17, 2012, Grand Lodge of NH, Manchester, NH 
 
Sun Nov 18 2pm – 5pm, Spicket Lodge #85 - Veterans' & Special Ladies Event, 107 Main Street, Salem, NH 
03079 
 
Mon Nov 26 4pm – 7pm, Old Fort # 4, Charlestown 
 
Tue Nov 27 6pm – 9pm, Star in the East Lodge #59 - Veterans' Event, Dinner begins at 6:00 pm Cost: TBD, 
Meeting begins at 7:00 pm, Dress: Tuxedos (Officers); Jacket and Tie (Brethren), RSVP and Info to: Bro. 
Douglas Almon at dwalmon@comcast.net or (603) 778-7645, 62 Water Street, Exeter, NH 
 
Sat Dec 1 5pm – 8pm, Holiday Unity Party, Bektash Shrine Center 
 
Sat Dec 1 5pm – 9pm / Sun Dec 2 5pm – 9pm / Sat Dec 8 5pm – 9pm / Sun Dec 9 5pm – 9pm w/ Gr. Master / 
Sat Dec 15 5pm – 9pm / Sun Dec 16 5pm – 9pm 
Strawberry Banke Candlelight Stroll, $20 for adults; $10 Kids 5-17; FREE Kids 4 and under 
$50 Family rate (2 adults and your children ages 17 and under) 
 
Sun Dec 2 2pm – 5pm, Tucker Lodge #99 - Veterans' Event, Tucker Lodge's Annual Local Charities Event 
Directly behind 63 Main Street known as the Long Branch Restaurant, Dress: Formal (All), Dinner: 2:00 pm; 
No Cost; RSVP required, RSVP and Info: Bro Edward Miller at bradfordcopy@comcast.net or (603) 895-8888, 
63A Main Street, Raymond, NH 
 
Sat Dec 8 10am – 1pm, Hiram Lodge #9 Installation, Lunch will be served following the Installation. Details 
to follow, 52 Maple Avenue, Claremont, NH 
 
Mon December 10, 6:30pm – 9:30pm, Doric-Centre Lodge, Dinner 6:30; Lodge Opens 7:30, 410 W. Main 
Street, Tilton, NH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rgaskill@comcast.net
mailto:bob@nhconsistory.com
mailto:dwalmon@comcast.net
mailto:bradfordcopy@comcast.net
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The Grand Lodge Pin 2011-2013 
By our Grand Master, Paul Leary 

 
I have been asked several times what my Grand Lodge Pin is about and the reason for using the tall ship.  I 
grew up in Newport, RI surrounded by boats and ships for much of my life.  I have had several opportunities 
to see many tall ships up close and personal, especially during the celebration in 1976 and I’ve been hooked 
on them ever since. 
 
I used the tall ship as my fun emblem when I was Worthy Grand Patron for NH Eastern Star in 1997-98 and 
our home is now full of many wonderful pictures and models of several tall ships, all gifts from my sisters and 
brothers.  As I started to think about my upcoming years as Grand Master and that my thematic approach 
was “a return to the basics and our roots” the tall ship seemed to naturally fit into the equation.  Masonry 
came over from England on the tall ships under full sail with the brothers who would lay the cornerstone for 
our country and it was a reminder to me that we do not need to change Masonry but rather the way we do 
our Masonry in order to stay relevant for the future.  While we do not want to lose our new Brother Masons 
we also must maintain a balance to ensure that we provide for our older members as well. 
 
On the main sail is the Square and Compasses with the letter G and are designed as saws and hammers just 
as the pin for MWPGM Wendell Lear Woodward used who appointed me to the Line when he was Grand 
Master.  On the next sail is the Shamrock for my Irish heritage on both sides of my family (Leary and Malley).  
For many years I have worn a shamrock pin on my tuxedo that was given to me by very special friends, Wor. 
Doug and Jean Wright, who have since passed away.  On the next sail is the Forget-Me-Not flower that was 
first introduced to me by Wor. Loren “Park” Noland and a talk he gave about the significance of the flower in 
Europe during World War II.  I have also worn this pin on my tux for many years as a remembrance of those 
brothers from that dark period of world history. 
 
The rest of the items on the pin are my initials, the reference to the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire and the 
years that I hope to serve as Grand Master if it be the will of the Brethren. 
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The Grand Masters “Lodge” Pin by Woodbury Fogg, W.M. Doric-Centre #20, Gr. Sword Bearer 

The “in service to NH and the Nation” refers to Paul’s service at the local, state and national levels. He 
served as Northfield, NH Chief of Police for years, leaving that position to be responsible for 
communications for fire fighting and emergency response for the NH Dept. of Resources and Economic 
Development. Even though he is now officially retired from that position, he continues to perform the 
duties and continues to serve at the national level on a number of professional committees concerning 
emergency communications. He has been national Chair of one of these and is still heavily relied upon 
for his vision, persistence and professional knowledge. 

The Maltese Cross of the fire service, law enforcement shield and communications tower represent his 
service to all three of these professions. The OES star represents his service as Worthy Grand Patron 
and the Square and Compasses represents his long service to Freemasonry, from Master and Secretary 
of his Lodge through District and Grand Lodge offices to his term as Most Worshipful Grand Master of 
NH. 

The pin was designed by the brethren of Doric-Centre Lodge and Chris Fogg and paid for by the brethren 
of that Lodge and other Lodges within the Eighth Masonic District 

 


